
ANNUAL REPORT
DIXON PARK SURF LIFE SAVING CLUB INCORPORATED
FOUNDED 1932

2022 - 2023

OUR MISSION IS SIMPLE; SAVING LIVES, 
CREATING GREAT AUSTRALIANS AND 

BUILDING BETTER COMMUNITIES



Notice is given that the Annual General Meeting of Dixon Park Surf Life Saving Club Inc. will be held on Sunday 27 
August 2023, from 3.00 pm to 4.00 pm on the first floor of the Club House, Ocean Street, Merewether NSW 2291.

 With reference to the DPSLSC Inc. Constitution (Dec 2016), only Active members, Reserve Active members, Long 

Service members, Life members and Award* members have the right to present, to debate and to vote at the Annual 

General Meeting. (* where granted)

AGENDA

•	 Welcome, Apologies and Attendance (including Acknowledgement of Country)

•	 Minute Silence for members that have passed during the season.

•	 Confirmation of minutes for the previous AGM held Sunday 21 August 2022.

•	 Presentation and adoption of the Annual Report for the 2022 -2023 season.

•	 Presentation and adoption of the Auditors Report and Annual Financial Statements for 

	 the financial year ending 30th June 2023. Attendance by Scott Faraday-Bensley from  

	 auditors - Evolution Advisers. 

•	 Motion for Dixon Park Surf Life Saving Club Inc. to renew affiliation with Hunter Surf Life 

	 Saving and NSW Surf Life Saving.

•	 Election of Executive Committee for 2023 - 2024 season;

•	 President

•	 Director of Administration and Public Officer

•	 Vice President and Club Liquor Licence Manager

•	 Director of Finance

•	 Director of Life Saving

•	 Junior Activities Manager

•	 Director of Education

•	 Director of Surf Sports

•	 Motion to appoint Auditors for 2023 - 2024 season.

•	 Address by Henry Scruton (President HSLS)

•	 General Business 

MEETING NOTES

•	 Renewal of memberships can be made and are encouraged prior to the AGM.

NOTICE OF 
MEETING AND AGENDA
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The whale trains are heading north along with the State of Origin. 
Dixon Park in June 2023 is soaked in sunshine, with a westerly 
breeze and is the epicentre for many groups. Community members 
walk, run and ride past. Some stop, define their space on the 
grass and recharge. A five minute recharge soon expands into half 
an hour or more. Overlooking the ocean, and observing nature 
migrate north, provides the perfect environment to come together 
with friends and unpack the events of the week. Our community 
has certainly embraced this space. The 2022 – 2023 summer 
season also experienced a significant increase in people attending 
Dixon Park. What would Dixon Park’s first members from 90 years 
ago make of the recharge coffee culture, the parking sensors 
embedded in the car park, and the e-vehicle recharge stations? 
They certainly did not have any issues finding a park.  

Surf Club volunteers play a crucial role in our society, 
contributing to both personal growth and the betterment 
of communities. The importance of the Surf Club and 
associated membership cannot be overstated, as it brings 
numerous benefits to individuals and society.

Surf club membership provides a unique opportunity 
for personal development. It allows individuals to 
acquire and enhance valuable skills such as leadership, 
communication, problem-solving, and teamwork. Through 
volunteering, people can explore their passions and 
interests, gaining a deeper sense of purpose and fulfillment 
in life. It also promotes empathy and understanding by 
exposing volunteers to diverse communities, cultures,  
and perspectives.

Surf club membership has a significant impact on 
the communities it serves. Volunteers contribute their 
time, energy, and expertise to address various social, 
environmental, and humanitarian issues. They support local 
nonprofits, schools and other organizations, helping them 
deliver essential services to those in need. By volunteering, 
individuals become agents of positive change, fostering 
social cohesion, and creating a ripple effect of generosity 
and goodwill.

Surf club membership strengthens social bonds and 
builds stronger communities. It brings people from diverse 
backgrounds together, fostering connections and building 
relationships based on shared values and goals. Through 
collaborative efforts, volunteers can tackle complex 
challenges, enhance community resilience, and create a 
sense of belonging and pride.

Finally, surf club membership inspires and motivates others.  
By witnessing the selfless actions of volunteers, individuals  
are encouraged to get involved and become effective 
themselves. Volunteering is a catalyst for social change, 
encouraging a culture of compassion, civic engagement, 
and active citizenship.

In conclusion, volunteering is of paramount importance 
as it enriches individuals’ lives, empowers communities, 
and fosters a more compassionate and inclusive society. 
Giving our time and skills can contribute to positive change 
and create a better world for everyone. Dixon Park Surf 
Life Saving Club continues to reshape itself to support the 
community through its mission to SAVE LIVES, CREATE BETTER 
AUSTRALIANS AND BUILD BETTER COMMUNITIES. 

Our surf club members provided many thousands of 
patrolling hours. This includes over 5000 preventative actions. 
Members continued to assist in the flood relief program. 
The characteristic red and yellow uniforms found their way 
to various locations in support of flood victims. Navigating 
a heavy shore dump in an IRB was swapped for dodging 
flooded fence lines, and transporting people, their pets,  
and supplies.

The Club Lifesaving Equipment Grant (CLEG), the Beach 
Safety Equipment Fund (BSEF), and the City of Newcastle 
provided essential funding to support the purchase of 
lifesaving equipment. A program to replace IRB motors and 
associated equipment utilises this funding. Surf rescue boards 
and rescue tubes were also purchased to support training 
and lifesaving activities. 

A successful season was completed with no lives lost during 
Club patrolling times. The many dimensions of the Club 
including lifesaving, education, nippers, surf sports, functions, 
administration and finance continue to work together to 
support the community. I thank and recognise the significant 

MESSAGE FROM
THE PRESIDENT

Recipient Award

Sam Murland (378.5 patrol hours) Lifesaver of the Year

Alan Cross Volunteer of the Year

Patrol 10 - Neil Caddis (Patrol 
Captain) Cassie Barnett, Laura 
Barnett, Ashlee Antcliff, Hannah 
Choi, Reece Faulkner, Lillian Miller 
and Mark Nikola Vergot

Patrol of the Year

Congratulations to the major award winners:



contributions of our members who participated in and 
contributed to patrols and lifesaving services, education 
and training, nipper development and organisation, 
coaching and the numerous and varied functions of the 
Club. Without their selfless contributions, the Club could  
not have met its core responsibilities and enjoyed such a  
great season.

Dean Rowe and Peter Eden our Directors of Life Saving, 
coordinated the 10 patrol teams that volunteered their 
time and skills to support the beach-going community each 
weekend and public holiday during the season. Lifesaving 
this season has been characterised by partnerships. 
Partnerships with our neighbours, Cooks Hill to the north and 
Merewether to the south were strengthened by sharing 
human resources and beach access. A new IRB motor was 
commissioned during the season and saw action straight 
away. This was funded by the Beach Safety Equipment Fund 
and the Club Lifesaving Equipment Grant.

Dixon Park participated in the new Bronze Medallion 
and Surf Rescue Certificate courses which saw a revised 
curriculum, with an online component as well as modified 
assessment criteria. Stuart Barnett, our Assessor and Trainer 
led this program. A goal for the season was to develop the 
training area by encouraging other people to upgrade their 
qualifications to support Stuart in the education area.  
Mark Wright and Adrian Parker provided additional 
assistance in training. Courses ran smoothly and our 
candidates were successful at their assessments. Changing 
water and beach conditions presented challenges on 
some occasions. Bronze candidates participated in both 
the Bronze Medallion and First Aid Certificate courses. As a 
result, we have the benefit of more qualified lifesavers which 
in turn improves our Patrol strength.

This season the Education section dealt with Patrol and 
Junior Activity proficiencies, conducting and processing 
proficiencies prior to Christmas 2022. The Junior Activities 
section of the Club also offered and completed the 
relevant Surf Aware, Surf Play, Surf Safe and Surf Smart 
awards for the Nippers. 

A dedicated group of Dixon Park competitors 
participated in the Hunter Branch Championships and 
the State Championships. It was pleasing to see that their 
participation translated into many successes in a variety of 
water and beach events. The support and encouragement 
of the leadership team in this area saw an increasing 
number of members competing.

Thank you to Peter Wilkinson, Director of Surf Sports, for his 
work in encouraging all members of the Club to participate 
in a range of surf life-saving activities. All of these activities 
help to develop the skills of the individual and the 
community culture of the Club.

The Club is very appreciative of the generous support it 
receives from its sponsors – Hunter Civilab, Shy Skin, Frame 
Promotional Products and Port Waratah Coal Services. 
These funds are invested directly back into the services  
and activities of the Club for the benefit of members and 
the community. 

Toni O’Donoghue, Director of Administration, continues 
to strengthen our governance and management 
processes. This is a foundation for development, growth, 
and sustainability. It is evident through ongoing changes 
and enhancements to our administration, systems, and 
processes. The many hidden hours in administration often  
go unnoticed, but it all translates to the efficient running of 

the Club.
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Peter Wilkinson who led the Solar Panel project continues to 
monitor and grow his understanding of the electricity market 
for the benefit of the Club and the environment. 

Conversations with the City of Newcastle continue. The 
goal is to identify a model that is supportive of surf lifesaving 
and the community, as we move towards our 100 years 
of service and beyond. During meetings with the City of 
Newcastle in 2021 Dixon Park agreed to transfer the kiosk 
lease from Dixon Park to the City of Newcastle. The loss 
of this significant resource and the City of Newcastle’s 
annexation of the southern bay was recognised with 
provisions put in place to compensate Dixon Park for this loss 
of valuable surf lifesaving areas.   

We are guided by the objectives of Surf Life Saving NSW:  

Embrace Community 
Assisting clubs’ membership to reflect the changing 
community profiles, being acknowledged as an all-inclusive 
organisation that protects, educates, prepares and 
embraces everyone. 

Position, Profile & Presence  
Actively position ourselves within government, community 
and media, allowing our presence to be seen everywhere, 
every time, ultimately maximizing our profile and the value 
of our members. 

Working Better Together  
Building a strong and sustainable Surf Life Saving community 
that respects, talks to each other, and works together to 
achieve shared vision, values and goals. 

We support Making Meditation Mainstream a global 
initiative created in response to the escalating mental 
health challenges. Sessions are held at sunrise. At Dixon 
Park people come together in silence, appreciate and 
welcome the rising sun, and the beginning of a new day. 
The approaching cooler months have seen the introduction 
of cold-water baths to assist in the meditation process!

Nominees Award

Sam Murland Lifesaver of the Year

Alan Cross Volunteer of the Year

Stuart Barnett Assessor of the Year

Juan Ramuno Senior Athlete of the Year

Paul Brady Masters’ Athlete of the Year

Peter Wilkinson, Paul Murray, Paul 
Hunt, Ian Kerr and Shane Barclay) 

Masters’ Boat Crew – Masters’ 
Team of the Year 

Hunter Branch Awards of Excellence, which were held on 
Friday 16 June at NEX Wests, recognised the contributions of 
the Dixon Park Team. Nominations included:

Dixon Park’s Executive Team members have given of their 
time and gifts to support this community. Our Executive 
Team includes Toni O’Donoghue, Stuart Barnett, Peter 
Eden, Dean Rowe, John Miller and Peter Wilkinson. I 
would also like to thank the team at Hunter Surf Life Saving 
for their ongoing support and advice to the Club. Passion is 
a powerful force in achieving success. Passion and excellent 
processes are the foundation supporting the success of 
Hunter Branch.

Finally, on behalf of our members and the wider community, 
I acknowledge and thank Stuart Barnett (Director of 
Education) who will not be nominating for the Executive 
Committee for the 2023 - 2024 Season. Stuart, our Director 
of Education, also previous Club President and Nipper 
President, has provided significant leadership across all 
dimensions of the Club. Stuart’s enormous number of 
volunteering hours would be difficult to define. It would 
include providing expert advice on significant surf club 
issues and the many unseen hours picking up equipment 
and returning equipment following training sessions.

We look forward to seeing you at Dixon Park for our 91st 

Season.

Peter Brown

President
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The following annual administrative summary provides an overview 
of the key activities and achievements of Dixon Park Surf Life 
Saving Club for the 2022-2023 season. This report highlights 
the club’s efforts in maintaining beach safety, training members, 
engaging and educating the community, and ensuring effective 
governance and administration.

The 2022-2023 season saw the Club celebrate its 90th 
anniversary of serving the beach going community.  This 
milestone was celebrated with a dinner in November that 
was well attended by current and past members.  During 
the season members were seen proudly wearing their 90th 
anniversary shirts and caps.  Over the last ninety years Dixon 
Park Surf Club has grown from a dugout in the sand dunes 
to a fully resourced and financially independent surf Club, 
providing an essential service to the public.  As we move 
into our 10th decade of operations, it is hoped that the 
Club will maintain its close links to the community it serves 
and continue to grow in strength from both a financial and 
management perspective.

The other highlight on the season’s social calendar was 
the Club presentation night held in April, which was well 
attended.  This saw Sam Murland awarded the 2022-2023 
Lifesaver of the Year, Alan Cross was named the Volunteer 
of the Year and Patrol 10, led by Patrol Captain Neil Caddis, 
was awarded Patrol of the Year.

Patrolling members logged 2,930 patrol hours for the 
season, with 5 rescues performed, 15 applications of first 
aid and thousands of preventions.  Our patrols were again 
extremely proactive on the beach therefore minimising 
the need for rescues.  Members also responded to the call 
for NSW flood assistance providing IRB drivers and crews to 
move people, pets and possessions to safety.

During the season we were again fortunate to receive grant 
funding for much needed gear and equipment.  Funding 
of $11,000 was made available under the Beach Safety 
Equipment Grant (BSEG) with funds earmarked for rescue 
boards, rescue tubes, a defibrillator, first aid kit and torniquet 
kit.  Funds were also made available under the Club 
Lifesaving Equipment Grant (CLEG) and Newcastle Council 
contributed as in previous years.

Behind the scenes, numerous processes and activities were 
undertaken to ensure mandatory compliance obligations 
were fulfilled.  Call-out team lists were maintained, 
equipment checked and repaired, member contact lists 
maintained, finances monitored, and member awards 
updated.  Regular Branch meetings were also attended by 
committee members as required.

The Executive Committee of Dixon Park SLSC meets monthly 
to monitor operations, discuss issues within the club, report 
on finances and plan for future activities. Each Director 
reports on operations within their area of responsibility, 
and flags concerns or issues that require discussion. Strong 
governance supports all Executive activities, with structured 
processes and procedures in place to ensure transparency, 
consistency and compliance. The Committee is continually 
seeking interested parties, especially younger Club 
members, to participate as members of the Executive 
team to ensure all our member groups feel adequately 
represented.  

ADMINISTRATION
REPORT

Executive Group Position Attendance Apology

Peter Brown President 7 0

John Miller Director of Finance  5 2

Dean Rowe 

Peter Eden
Directors of Lifesaving  6 1

Stuart Barnett Director of Education 5 2

Peter Wilkinson Director of Surf Sports  6 1

Toni O’Donoghue Director of Administration 7 0

John Miller Director of Junior Activities  5 2

Table: Executive meetings and participation from September 2022 to June 2023

(Meetings were not held in October, December & February due to the lack of a quorum)



Toni O’Donoghue 

Director Administration

Deceased Members

To those Members who have suffered bereavements 
during the past year, we express our deepest sympathy. We 
especially remember life members Wal Eather and Ray 
Harman who have passed away.

Wal was elected a Life Member in 1953. He served as Club 
Secretary in 1947 and then from 1949 to 1955. He then 
served as Club President from 1956 to 1958.

Ray was elected a Life Member in 1981. He served as 
Treasurer in 1962, from 1965 to 1970 and again in 1979,1980 
and 1987.

Both contributed significantly to the development and 
continued success of the club. Present members of the club 
are indebted to the legacy of those who went before us.
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FINANCE
REPORT
The Dixon Park Surf Lifesaving Club remains in a strong and 

stable financial position at the end of the 2022-2023 financial 

year, with current total assets as at 30 June 2023 of $723,193 

which includes $563,848 in Westpac Term Deposits held by 

the club and $101,860 held in the club’s operating account. 

The total equity of the club is $1,319,545, inclusive of current 

net assets and operating equipment such as IRBs and the ATV. 

This is an increase of $81,470 from the previous financial year 

and this is a testament to the sound management of the club 

and its resources, by the Board. It is through the hard work and 

assistance of our bookkeeper Alison Wooden, that accurate 

monitoring and reporting of the financial position occurred.

The club has continued its positive relationship 
with the leased upstairs bar/ event venue hire 
managed by Mikhalia Aubrey. Bar sales totalled 
$205,192, an increase of $75,308 from the 2021-
2022 financial year. This helped offset the loss of 
the COVID 19 cashflow payments and JobKeeper 
Wage Subsidies that had previously been in effect, 
and helped pay for insurance, cleaning and 
competition costs.  This relationship is expected to 
continue to grow and provide long-term financial 
benefits for the club. 

The club also received $25,000 in grants to support 
lifesaving operations. The Board thanks the NSW 
government and donors for their generous support 
and much-needed help. 

During the last financial year the Board invested 
funds in the replacement of items damaged 
during the ‘ram raid’ that occurred mid-year 
including:

•	 Inner and outer windows; 

•	 2-way radios;

•	 Servicing the ATV as a result of the raid; 
	 and

•	 Lock replacement.

The IRB motors and ATV have been separately 
serviced and maintained, first-aid supplies 
replaced and defibrillators assessed. 

During the course of the year the club has hosted 
several events for the family and friends of 
members who have passed. The club and Board’s 
heart goes out to these loved ones and the Board 
take great pride in being able to help celebrate 
the lives of these special Dixon Park SLSC members 
who are no longer with us. 

The Board is proud of the contributions of 
members’ time and energy in service of the 
Newcastle community. It retains its commitment to 
fiscally responsible management of club assets to 
ensure that the club remains active and viable so 
that it can continue to grow and flourish alongside 
the city and beach areas that it supports. 

The club refers members to the audited financial 
statements for a detailed look at the Club’s 
financial activities for the year. 

John Miller

Director of Finance
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LIFE SAVING
REPORT

Our surf club does not exist without our patrolling members, so the 

volunteers who turn up every weekend and public holiday during 

the season truly are the life blood of our Club.  The generosity of our 

patrolling members who give freely of their time and expertise allows 

Dixon Park Surf Life Saving Club to fulfil the SLSA mission of ‘saving 

lives, creating great Australians and building better communities’.   

Our patrol captains were once again a source of 
leadership and support for patrolling members.  Their 
commitment to and management of lifesaving 
operations ensured coverage of the beach every 
weekend with the required number of patrolling members 
in attendance with the required skill sets.  For the 2022 - 
2023 season our Patrol Captains were:

Patrol 1	  	 Peter Wilkinson

Patrol 2		  Dean Rowe

Patrol 3 		 Adrian Parker

Patrol 4		  Ross Burgess

Patrol 5		  Brad Noble

Patrol 6		  Earl Rennie

Patrol 7 		 Mark Kirkpatrick

Patrol 8 		 Scott Gibson/Kesley Kernes

Patrol 9 		 John Humphries

Patrol 10 	 Neil Caddis

The naming of Patrol of the Year is always a highly 
anticipated announcement at the end of season 
awards.  The competition is always strong, and this season 
was no exception.  Patrol 10, led by Patrol Captain Neil 
Caddis, was awarded the honour for 2022-2023.  A small 
but dedicated group, who despite their small number still 
managed to bring a great deal of skill and experience 
to the beach at each patrol.  They displayed a high level 
of enthusiasm for patrols, a commitment to continuous 
improvement in their fitness and skill sets and delivered a 
high level of preventions.

Special mention and thanks to those members who 

completed 100% of their patrol hours and in some cases 

attended well above their rostered hours - Peter Brown, 

Ross Burgess, Neil Caddis, Peter Eden, Kesley Kearnes, 

Sam Murland, Brad Newman & Earl Rennie. These 

members generously gave up their time and expertise to 

support their own and other patrol groups as required.

Patrol 10 - Patrol of the Year – Members

Neil Caddis (PC)

Reece Faulkner

Cassandra Barnett

Laura Barnett

Mark Nikola Vergot

Ashlee Antcliff

Hannah Choi 

Lillian Miller 



Our statistics across the season from 24th September 2022 

to 25th April 2023, included the attendance of 72,624 

people at Dixon Park beach during patrol hours (this is 

an increase of 50,000 attendances on the previous year). 

Patrolling members provided support and protection 

for the community for 2,930 hours. They undertook 5,035 

preventative actions, attended to 15 first aid incidents 

and performed 5 rescues from the surf. Our patrols worked 

tirelessly to ensure the safety of the beach going public, 

with no fatalities occurring on our watch.

Members also helped with the NSW Flood response during 

the season with Sam Murland, Alan Cross and Tom Newman 

deploying with our IRB to help the community.

Hunter Branch undertook periodic patrol audits to provide 

feedback regarding patrol compliance with standard 

operating procedures, and to direct focus to any areas 

where additional effort was required. The audits also 

served as a means for regular reviews of the quality and 

consistency of our patrol services.  

Our patrolling members should be extremely proud of 

the contribution they have made in providing a safe and 

enjoyable coastal experience for the local community and 

visitors, and we hope they all return for the 2023-24 season.
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2,930  

patrol hours were  
logged for the season

5,035  

preventative actions

5 

rescues

72,624 

people at Dixon 
Park Beach during  

patrol hours

15 

first aid incidents

Dean Rowe, Peter Eden

Directors of Lifesaving
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JUNIOR ACTIVITIES (NIPPERS) 
REPORT

Coming off the back of a COVID- affected 2022 season the 2023 
Nippers season was very successful, with larger numbers of Nippers 
able to regularly attend the Sunday sessions. It seemed like the 
younger groups of under 6s and 7s more than doubled in size, with 
there being almost 30 under 6s that came every week. 138 Nippers 
registered for the season and the majority of those participated 
throughout all the Sunday sessions. More importantly, 2023 was 
a season with much more favourable water conditions than the 
previous two years. This meant the nippers spent more time in the 
water developing their skills. It was a season that was rainy and a 
little cooler than other years, but the Nippers took to the water with 
great enthusiasm and the results showed.  

The increase in skills and water abilities shown by the 

Nippers was a credit to the volunteer Age Managers who 

supervised the kids and patiently guided them through the 

activities every week.  The Nippers Committee of Cassie 

Criss, Alan Cross, Claire Szabo, Kate Henty, Patricia Kinney, 

Mark Henty and Jo Turton also worked tirelessly to help set 

up and structure the sessions. Without the assistance of 

all the Age Managers and the parents who participated 

in games and activities on the beach, Nippers would not 

have been possible! This year again many parents stepped 

up and assisted with the set up for the beach activities, and 

then with packing up when the day concluded. They also 

helped with the weekly barbeque to support the club and 

feed those wet, hungry kids. Sometimes the Nippers had to 

remind the Age Managers just who the kids were and who 

the adults were! 

The growth in water skills shown was also due to the kids 

being willing to dig in and try ocean activities, many of 

them for the first time.This year many Nippers tried taking a 

board out into the surf or waded into the (sometimes scary) 

breaking waves. With arms linked they supported each 

other and pushed their boundaries. The efforts of the group 

lifted each member and helped them accomplish activities 

they would not have attempted at the start of the season.

At the start of the year a cohort of 8 -10 of the older kids was 

invited to learn to bodysurf wearing fins. While they tried 

hard, many of them could barely walk to the water in the 

fins and could only attempt 10 minutes swimming in shallow 

water. By the end of the season that same group spent 45 

minutes bodysurfing and free swimming without touching 

the bottom at all, showing a massive improvement not only 

in confidence but in strength and water skills! 

This year several of the older Nippers completed their Surf 

Rescue Certificates, an enormous achievement of which 

they should be duly proud. This also puts them well on their 

way to completing their Bronze Medallions should they want 

to. They have matriculated to become patrolling members 

of Dixon Park SLSC and will assist in the coming season as 

Water Safety supervisors for the other Nippers. Hopefully 

they will serve as an inspiration for future generations of 

Nippers to try as hard as they can! 



Several Nippers participated in the Fingal Surf Lifesaving 

Carnival and tried their hardest. Whilst there might not 

have been any wins, there were great times had and 

many memories to take away! 

In summary, the 2023 Nippers season was a memorable 

one. It was both a pleasure and a privilege to be able 

to help educate and mentor the Nippers, helping them 

learn and grow both in the ocean and as individuals. We 

look forward to many more Nippers seasons and hope 

that the Nippers of today will become the lifesavers and 

Age Managers of tomorrow, passing on their skills and 

helping to keep the beaches safe! 

John Miller

Junior Activities Manager
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EDUCATION 
REPORT

Season 2022-2023, has in some ways been the start of a rebuilding of the 

Education team. With the retirement or departure of trainers over the last 

few years, a greater burden was placed on a smaller Education team. We 

have now built a larger team, all of whom are experienced lifesavers and 

eager trainers, so things look bright for 2023-2024.     

I would like to thank the members of the training team who 

have contributed over the course of the season. Myself, 

Stuart Barnett, as Chief Training Officer, (Trainer, assessor 

and facilitator) supported by Cassie Barnett (Trainer), 

Laura Barnett (Probationary Trainer), Thomas Newman 

(Probationary Trainer), Ross Burgess (Probationary Trainer) 

as well as Adrian Parker and Mark Wright. Elly McSwan, who 

was also a probationary trainer assisted up until Christmas 

but has relocated to Victoria.

Ross, Laura and Tom assisted with the last Bronze squad and 

will need to present and assist with at least one more squad 

before moving from probationary status to fully qualified 

trainers.

In addition to Club Training and Assessing, Stuart Barnett 

also attended various other Clubs and all the Central Venue 

Assessments as a facilitator.

This season the Club ran a small Bronze, SRC and First Aid 

course. The Bronze courses were limited by my availability 

and the current membership did not take the opportunity 

to join the first aid course. We are looking to boost our 

active patrolling membership next season.  The plan is to 

advertise a Bronze medallion squad in June 2023 with a 

commencement date sometime in July.  A First aid course 

and Advanced Resuscitation course will also be run in July 

and August. We are also looking to run an IRB crew and 

Driver Course in the first half of the new season.  

The Club is also looking to ascertain the numbers for the Surf 

Rescue Certificate as early as possible to ensure the under 

14’s group can complete their award before Christmas.

In total the Club processed 499 new Awards this season. As 

at the end of the season we have 93 members holding the 

Bronze Medallion of which 65 are proficient, 33 holding the 

IRB crew certificate of which 27 are proficient, 20 holding 

the IRB driver certificate of which 16 are proficient, 41 

holding the Advanced Resuscitation certificate of which 

19 are proficient and 42 holding First Aid. Not all of those 

award holders are patrolling or patrolling full time. The 

Club, moving forward, needs to increase its active member 

numbers via new recruitment and by encouraging past 

and non-patrolling members to re-engage and potentially 

complete awards. 

This season the Club also dealt with Patrol, Award and 

Junior Activity proficiencies, carrying out and processing 

proficiencies prior to Christmas 2022.  This is an important 

part of the season and requires a considerable amount of 

time on the part of the Education team, Patrol Captains, 

Nippers Committee and Age Managers. 



2022/23 AWARD RECIPIENTS

CLUB EDUCATION TEAM
Stuart Barnett (Trainer, Assessor, facilitator, Cert IV Training 

and Assessing), Cassie Barnett (Training Officer), Mark 

Wright (Probationary trainer, Cert IV Training and Assessing), 

Adrian Parker (Probationary Training Officer, Cert IV Training 

and Assessing), Laura Barnett (Probationary Training 

Officer), Ross Burgess (Probationary Training Officer), 

Thomas Newman (Probationary Training Officer)

TRAINERS AWARD

Thomas Newman and Ross Burgess 

BRONZE MEDALLION

Kate Henty, Tyron Mascini, Callen Blanch

SURF RESCUE CERTIFICATE

Xavier Byrnes

FIRST AID

Declan Fitzgerald, Mark Kirkpatrick, Tyron Mascini and 

Callen Blanch

Stuart Barnett 

Chief Training Office/Director of Education
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SURF SPORTS 
REPORT

Our Masters’ competitors continue to show the way for the Club 

in competition.  While only small in number, these competitors 

performed extremely well at the local Hunter Branch Masters’ 

Carnival.  Juan Ramuno competed for the first time with com-

mendable results and all members are encouraged to consider 

an enjoyable outing at the Branch Championships.

There were, however, some bright spots at Dixon Park this 

season.  The Club held two Branch Carnivals providing 

competitors with a relatively clean and competitive surf 

on both occasions.  These Carnivals are not possible 

without the assistance of Club members to set up and 

pack down gear.  The biggest task is providing IRB crews 

throughout the day.  A big thankyou goes to our small 

band of IRB personnel – notably Ross Burgess, Alan Cross, 

Allan Gordon and Tom Newman.  Branch officials were 

again very happy with the Club’s organisation and the 

keen involvement of competitors for two successful 

carnivals.

On the competitive front Dixon Park’s ranks are quite 

thin.  A small band of competitors were successful at the 

Branch Championships.  

Lisa Wright	 1st - 30-39 yrs Female Beach Flags  

	 1st - 30-39 yrs Female Beach Sprint

Juan Ramuno	 1st - 30-39 yrs Male 2Km Beach Run 

	 1st - 30-39 yrs Male Beach Flags 

	 2nd - 30-39 yrs Male Beach Sprint 

	 3rd -  30-39 yrs Male Surf Race

Timothy Wilkinson	 2nd - 40-49 yrs Male Beach Sprintt 

Peter Eden	 1st - 60-69 yrs Male Single Ski 

Gavin Stewart	 1st - 60-69 yrs Male Surf Race 

	 2nd - 60-69 yrs Male Single Ski

The Masters Boat crew continued to enjoy success 

this season.  The crew led the Hunter / Central Coast 

Boat Series up to the very last race.  A triple dead heat 

resulted in the crew ending up fourth for the last round 

and tied with Umina for the series.  Umina won on a count 

back.  Victory at the Branch augured well for the State 

Titles.  Unfortunately, an injury to Paul Murray resulted in 

the need for a hurried replacement – the result was a 2nd 

at the State.  The 260s crew felt Scarborough in WA was 

too far to travel to defend their Australian Title.

The ASRL provided a talking point for the crew.  The day 

began with a leisurely 3½ hour drive to Bulli.  On arrival at 

10am there was steady, light rainfall.  The rain got heavier 

but we got the boat and trailer towed onto the beach.  

The rain got heavier, and the wind got stronger; Bulli surf 

club was flooded as the heavy rain continued (100mm 

in 2 hours).  The boat buoys were invisible, and even a 

good ‘A’ crew would have struggled against the strong 

onshore gale.  The Carnival was called off at 12.00.  We 

manhandled the trailer and boat back off the beach.  

The rain and wind stopped around 1.00.  We had a 

leisurely 3½ hour drive back to Newcastle. Another great 

day at a surf carnival.

In years gone by competition was the hallmark of surf 

club membership.  Members were encouraged and 

expected to participate in intra-club competition.  The 

focus was on fitness and preparedness for rescue.  

Sunday morning events were important, but now appear 

to be a thing of the past.  Our last Club Championship 

was held in 2014.  Saturday Patrols, the importance of 

education in SLS and the business of life generally have 

all contributed to this change.

With this in mind, members are encouraged to make use 

of the Club’s facilities and equipment. The gym, club skis 

and boards can all be utilised for personal fitness

Peter Wilkinson

Director of Surf Sports
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FOR THE YEAR 1ST JULY 2022 TO 30TH JUNE 2023

AUDITED FINANCIAL
STATEMENTS
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THANK YOU
TO OUR SPONSORS

Our local community sponsors

National and NSW sponsors of Surf Life Saving



MEMBERSHIP 
2022 - 2023

Active Members (18 yrs and over)

Ashlee Antcliff

Gareth Baker

Jon Baker

Brett Bancroft

Cassandra Barnett

Laura Barnett

Jude Biswas

Ross Burgess

Samuel Burgess

Kye Bush

Caitlin Byrnes

David Byrnes

Neil Caddis

Hannah Choi

Maria Cordoba

Andrew Cottrell

Alan Cross

Peter Eden

Reece Faulkner

Aleksandr Fitzgerald

Declan Fitzgerald

Scott Gibson

Chris Harvey

Charles Henshaw

John Humphries

Kesley Kernes

Amy Kirkpatrick

Mark Kirkpatrick

Troy McClelland

Kate McIntosh

Natasha McIntosh

John Miller

Lillian Miller

Samuel Murland

Bradley Newman

Thomas Newman

Bradley Noble

Jack Noble

Adrian Parker

Samuel Rayfield

Robert Reed

Dean Rowe

Alexandra Ryba

Joao Silveirinha

Gavin Stewart

Life Members

Stuart Barnett

Paul Brady

Peter Brown

Carl Greer

Warren Hinchcliffe

Bruce MacDonald

Arthur Mawkes

Paul Murray

Peter Norris

Toni O’Donoghue

Trevor Owen

Geoff Padgett

Earl Rennie

Kenneth Screen

Jack Tomlinson

Peter Wilkinson

Life Members (Deceased)

N Brown

Hugh Clifford

Doug Eades

Wally Eather

Ray Harman

W Haynes

James Johnson

Dale Laverty

William McIntosh

Harold McLardy

Richard McWhinney

Brett Norris

J O’Reilly

Jack Owen

F Parker

W Parker

Reginald Parkinson

T Purdon

David Ringland

J Rourke

Doug Sault

Kevin Smith

Edward Swain

John Tongue

Peter Woodward

Darren Toomey

Mark-Nicola Vergot

Timothy Wilkinson

Breeannan Williams

Mark Wright

Long Service

Carl Audley

Shane Barclay

Matthew Criss

Ian Faulkner

Allan Gordon

Marc Henty

Paul Hunt

Ian Kerr

Paul McGuire

Kenneth Nolan

Allan Stace

Lisa Wright

Reserve Active

Adrian Anderson

Tia Brady

Harry Daniel

Richard Finlay-Jones

Brian Fisher

Darren Pateman

Michael Pearce
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